In the past few years, left ventricular strain analysis has moved forward to 3D imaging, but as described by Reichek (8), RV strain imaging has lagged behind in this regard. The RV is an extremely asymmetric structure with a thin free wall, making tissue tracking more difficult and less reliable. In addition, the proprietary software packages for 3D strain analysis are all designed for the left ventricle.
studies have suggested that 3D echo imaging of the RV is indeed feasible, and its results compare reasonably well with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) (2) . In the past few years, left ventricular strain analysis has moved forward to 3D imaging, but as described by Reichek (8) , RV strain imaging has lagged behind in this regard. The RV is an extremely asymmetric structure with a thin free wall, making tissue tracking more difficult and less reliable. In addition, the proprietary software packages for 3D strain analysis are all designed for the left ventricle.
In this issue of the
The authors of the current paper went to great lengths to "tweak" their system and capture RV images, but 21% of patient and 36% of control images were inadequate for evaluation. This problem will likely not change without significant improvements in both programming and echo hardware. DeMaria has received research funding from General Electric and Lantheus; and is a sponsored speaker for Siemens. Dr. Blanchard has reported that he has no relationships relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose. 
